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INTRODUCTION1

An entire lectureship on the Holy Spirit and a thoroughly produced
volume on the third member of the Godhead are speaking and writing
ideas whose time has come. Much of the error plaguing the religious
world is connected with false conceptions and improper views held
toward the Holy Spirit. Likewise, much of the error about Biblical
inspiration is traceable to a failure to accept the Bible as the infallible
work of the Holy Spirit as well as a failure to realize and accept the
plenary and verbal inspiration of sacred Scripture.

INSPIRATION DECLARED AND DEFINED
Paul linked inspiration and God in 2 Timothy 3:16. Peter connected

the Holy Spirit with what holy men of God did in 2 Peter 1:21. Jesus
connected the Holy Spirit with apostolic teaching in Matthew 10:19-20;
John 14:26 and 16:13-15. The Old Testament prophets wrote by the
inspiration of the Holy Spirit. Apostles and prophets in the New
Testament wrote by the inspiration of the Holy Spirit.

Inspiration in 2 Timothy 3:16 derives from the Greek word
theopneutos. Its basic meaning is “God-breathed.” Into selected scribes
God breathed His Word and they spoke and wrote it minus addition,
subtraction, alteration, modification or substitution. In 1 Corinthians
11:23 and 15:3 Paul received what he delivered and delivered what he
received relative to the Lord's Supper and the resurrection. This is the
heart of Biblical inspiration. God breathed it into them. They received
it and delivered it with unbounded reverence for each syllable and each
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word. The Bible is a divine-human Book. The source is divine. The
reception and deliverance of it fell into human hands. They spoke that
message that had been breathed into them. They wrote that God-
breathed message. When finished it was precisely what God wanted
imparted to the human family. Truth originated with God and Christ.
The Holy Spirit was the revealer of what He heard from His two divine
colleagues in the Godhead or Godhood—the Divine Family. Much
error in the religious world would be corrected promptly if people got
away from the misconception that the Holy Spirit is a current originator
of all modern revelations they concoct and then attribute wrongfully to
Him.

In a very real sense the Holy Spirit received the Biblical message
from God and Christ and delivered it forcefully and faithfully. Thus, it
is little wonder why He had Paul employed in the receiving and
delivering of divine revelation to humanity.

FALSE CONCEPTS OF INSPIRATION
False concepts of inspiration have not come from the Holy Spirit.

They could not. They are false on the face of such. In bold contrast He
is the Spirit of truth as per John 15:26; 16:13 and 1 John 5:6. That
which is false or pseudo could not come from a Being Who is wholly
Truth.

There is natural inspiration attributed to the Bible. It is contended
by the patrons of this position that Biblical writings are in the same
mold as are the works of Shakespeare, Milton, Longfellow, Kipling and
others. It is granted these men were talented with pen in hand.
However, there are major differences in the tragedies presented by
Shakespeare and Biblical truth relative to tragedy. There are bold
contrasts between Paradise Lost and Paradise Regained in Milton and
man's fall as delineated by Moses in Genesis 3 and heavenly paradise
that can be gained in Revelation 21-22. These earthly penmen of recent
centuries had lofty thoughts couched in words of genius but they were
not divine revelations such as found in the Pentateuch, Hebrew history,
Hebrew poetry, the prophetic writings of Isaiah through Malachi, the
works of Matthew, Mark, Luke, John, Paul, Peter, James and Jude.
Shakespeare and Milton did not trace the giving and rich development
of the famed Abrahamic promises in their works. They did not reveal
man’s origin, purpose and destiny as did the Holy Spirit in the Bible.
They did not major in messages addressed to human souls relative to
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the riches of redemption. Men do not learn the Gospel plan of salva-
tion, the specifics of Christian worship, the mission of the Lord's
church, its organization, how to live the Christian life and how to
prepare for death, judgment and the beyond in the writings of Edgar
Allen Poe, Browning, Longfellow, Kipling, Shakespeare or John
Milton. The Holy Spirit did not inspire their writings or safeguard them
from making any literary errors. Natural inspiration does not explain
the Bible.

There is the false concept of partial inspiration. This implies that
part of it is inspired and part of it is not inspired. If this be true, who
decides which part is inspired and which part is not inspired? Are just
the words of Jesus in red inspired and what is in black not inspired?
Paul refutes this in 2 Timothy 3:16 by his apostolic affirmation that
"All scripture is given by inspiration of God." Yet, someone may ask,
"What about the way the ASV renders 2 Timothy 3:16, saying: ‘Every
scripture inspired of God is ...’?" Does this not imply that some
Scripture is not inspired of God? The ASV would have done itself
much more credit had it retained "All scripture" as did the highly
regarded KJV. This writer does not preach from the ASV but if he did,
he would quote 2 Timothy 3:16 from the KJV—not the ASV. Evans
and Coder writes, "The Revised Version [i.e. ASV] translation of 2 Tim
3:16 is erroneous."2 Some misunderstand and misapply 1 Corinthians
7 where Paul says, “I command, yet not I, but the Lord” (v. 10). Paul
alludes to what the Lord taught in His personal ministry and, at other
times, gives his own inspired judgments. What Paul wrote was by
inspiration (1 Cor. 7:6). What he wrote were the commandments of
God (1 Cor. 14:37).

Partial inspiration explains neither the Holy Spirit nor the Bible He
revealed to humanity. This error is a serious reflection upon both the
Spirit of inspiration and the Bible He gave humanity.

Thought inspiration has a surprising number of advocates, some of
which are in the church. This flagrant fallacy contends that God planted
the thoughts or ideas in the hearts of Biblical writers, but left word or
idea choice in the hands of the thought or idea receivers. Is this the
shoddy way the Bible came to man? If thought inspiration is correct,
which it is not, then man does not have the inspired Word of God. He
only has inspired thoughts couched in humanly chosen words. In the
case of Moses and Aaron, did God simply plant thoughts in the mind
of Moses who chose fallible words to convey to Aaron—who in turn
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presented his own choice of words to Israel? (Ex. 4:15-16). If David
had only thought inspiration in mind, why did he write 2 Samuel 23:2
with emphasis upon words? If thought inspiration is all the Hebrew
prophets had, why did God put "Words" in Jeremiah's mouth? (Jer.
1:9). Paul wrote more books of the New Testament than any of the
other seven. If thought inspiration be the correct concept, why did Paul
write 1 Corinthians 2:13? Here again the emphasis is upon words—not
thoughts. It would be interesting to have one of the thought inspira-
tional advocates explain how one can have thoughts minus words. They
cannot even contend for thought inspiration minus the usage of words!
The Holy Spirit teaches in words. Thought inspiration is an insult to the
Holy Spirit and each scribe of Old and New Testament Scriptures.

CORRECT CONCEPTS OF INSPIRATION
Plenary inspiration is right on the target of truth. Webster defines

plenary as "full, complete, absolute." This defeats partial inspiration
coming and going.

The Upper Room Discourse in John 14-16 furnishes the reader with
an abundance of information relative to the Holy Spirit and inspiration.
Recall that this message was given to the apostles in particular and not
to His disciples at large. Jesus promised the apostles that the Holy
Spirit would teach them all things (Jn. 14:26). They were told the Holy
Spirit would guide them "into all truth" (Jn. 16:13). Paul was guarded
in such fashion. This is why he declared the whole counsel of God
while in Ephesus (Acts 20:26-27). Obviously, he could not declare all
of it unless all of it was available. Near the end of his illustrious life he
affirmed: "All scripture is given by inspiration of God" (2 Tim. 3:16).
Peter's sweeping affirmation is that man has been given "all things that
pertain unto life and godliness" (2 Pet. 1:3). These verses not only state
well the case for plenary inspiration but also are airtight arguments for
the all-sufficiency of sacred Scripture. In inspiring the Bible, the Holy
Spirit did not do an incomplete job. He inspired it completely, entirely,
totally and absolutely. Plenary inspiration is a hallmark of the Holy
Spirit's work in giving us the Book Divine.

Verbal inspiration is the second fundamental. This is word
inspiration. God put words in Moses' mouth who imparted words to
Aaron who, in turn, gave words to Israel (Ex. 4:15-16). David declared:
"The Spirit of the Lord spake by me, and his word was in my tongue"
(2 Sam. 23:2). Jeremiah was told: "Behold, I have put my words in thy
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mouth" (Jer. 1:9). Psalm 119 is a great chapter of wonderful, worthy
tributes to the Bible. God's words in this chapter are called statutes,
precepts, judgments, law, commandments, ordinances and truth. Each
of these is a reference to God's Word. In a defense of the faith before
governmental authorities, Jesus said His apostles were to speak. What
composed their speeches—words. Would they be their Words? No!
Jesus said: "For it is not ye that speak, but the Spirit of your Father
which speaketh in you" (Mt. 10:20). In Luke 21:14-15, using words,
Jesus says:

Settle it therefore in your hearts, not to meditate before what ye
shall answer: For I will give you a mouth and wisdom, which all
your adversaries shall not be able to gainsay nor resist.

Revelation of truth is the gist of 1 Corinthians 1-2. There is worldly
wisdom set forth. It came from man—not God, Christ and the Holy
Spirit. There is divine/heavenly wisdom. It came from above—not
below (cf. Jas. 3:13-18). In the midst of cogent Scripture and brilliant
logic Paul penned this clear-cut sentiment, "Which things also we
speak, not in the words which man's wisdom teacheth, but which the
Holy Ghost teacheth; comparing spiritual things with spiritual" (1 Cor.
2:13). Paul's case for verbal or word inspiration is airtight.

What composes the Old Testament? Words! What composes the
New Testament? Words! From Genesis 1:1 to Revelation 22:21 one has
letters and words—3,566,480 of the former and 773,746 of the latter.
In the Bible a person has a comprehensive case for verbal inspiration
and plenary inspiration.

BIBLICAL CLAIMS FOR
INSPIRATION BY THE HOLY SPIRIT

The eminent Bible scholar and eloquent preacher, B.J. Clarke, in
the 2003 Schertz, Texas, lectureship said that Moses claimed inspira-
tion for the Pentateuch nearly 700 times, and in the historical books
from Joshua to Esther claims of inspiration are made 400 times.3

Sometime back, this scribe went through Exodus and counted 161
times in which Moses attributed his writings as inspired. This is an
average of four times per chapter. It is said that more than 200 times in
Isaiah alone this dean of Old Testament prophets attributed his message
to the Lord. Jeremiah did the same nearly 500 times in the 57 chapters
he penned. This is slightly more than eight times per chapter. Some 309
times, by actual count, Ezekiel attributed his book to the Lord. Amos
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does the same some 45 times in his short prophetic product. Zechariah
does so some 84 times in his 14 chapters. This is an average of six
times per chapter. Together, Haggai and Malachi attribute their
messages respectively to the Lord some 50 times—an average of eight
times per chapter. Nearly 4,000 times in just the Old Testament the
writers said their messages came from the Lord. All these writers would
be comprehended in Peter's sweeping affirmation that holy men of God
spoke (wrote) as they were moved or borne along by the Holy Spirit
(2 Pet. 1:21). This proves conclusively that the Old Testament was
inspired by the Holy Spirit.

The New Testament writers wrote Scripture, too. They knew they
were writing Scripture even though J.B. Phillips, a modern translator,
denied their knowledge of such! It is affirmed that all Scripture is given
by inspiration of God. Paul, representative of the other seven, penned
plainly and potently that what they taught was what the Holy Spirit
imparted to them (1 Cor. 2:13). They did not use words taught by their
parents or peers. They used words taught them by the Holy Spirit. He
taught them what He heard from the Father and the Son (Jn. 16:13ff).
The latter two were the originators of truth; He was the inspired
conveyor or revealer. Full acceptance of this vital truth would keep
people from contending that the Holy Spirit is coming up constantly
with all sorts of modern revelations for them in radio, television and
now over the internet. This He is not doing. His work in this realm was
complete when John, with hands and fingers doubtlessly weary with
age, finished the book of Revelation in A.D. 96.

THE CASE FOR THE OLD TESTAMENT
BEING INSPIRED OF THE HOLY SPIRIT

In Genesis 6:3, God said His Spirit would not always strive with
men. This implies that He would strive with man for awhile. Doubt-
lessly, He did this through the preaching of Noah. Peter styled him a
preacher of righteousness in 2 Peter 2:5. It was by the Spirit that Jesus,
through Noah's preaching, spoke words of warning to the antediluvians
(1 Pet. 3:18-20). Would not Noah be included in the list of holy men of
God mentioned by Peter in 2 Peter 1:21? If not, why not?

David, representative of the other Old Testament penmen, declared
that the Lord's Word was in his tongue with the Spirit speaking by him
(2 Sam. 23:2). In addressing the 120 in the Upper Room, after Jesus
had gone back to the Palace of the Universe on high, Peter stated: "Men
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and brethren, this scripture must needs have been fulfilled, which the
Holy Ghost by the mouth of David spake before concerning Judas,
which was guide to them that took Jesus" (Acts 1:16). It seems certain
Peter is quoting from Psalm 41:9. He attributes it not only to David, but
said the Shepherd King spoke this by the Holy Spirit. This is most
interesting and very conclusive.

Be it recalled that Peter also affirmed that holy men of God spoke
as they were moved or borne along by the Holy Ghost (2 Pet. 1: 21).
Who all would be included in this sweeping affirmation? Moses would
surely be included. He was a man of holiness and he wrote. Writers of
the twelve historical books were holy men of God. They were included.
Those who penned the poetic section were men of holiness and thus
were included. The sixteen men who wrote Isaiah through Malachi
were surely holy men of God and wrote, with Jeremiah penning an
extra book—Lamentations.

THE CASE FOR THE NEW TESTAMENT
BEING INSPIRED OF THE HOLY SPIRIT

It would be strange indeed if the Holy Spirit inspired the writers of
the Old Testament, as manifestly He did, and did not bequeath such
literary powers to Matthew, Mark, Luke, John, Paul, Peter, James and
Jude. God is no respecter of persons (Acts 10:34-35; Rom. 2:11).
Neither is the Holy Spirit. Both would be, plus Jesus also, if physical
Israel received an inferior covenant by the inspiration of the Holy Spirit
but spiritual Israel received a superior covenant, as Hebrews certainly
proves, and yet no inspiration accompanied it. This God did not do; this
Jesus did not do; this the Holy Spirit did not do. The case for the
inspiration of New Testament writers by the Holy Spirit is an airtight
one.

In Matthew 10, the twelve apostles were sent out by Jesus on the
Limited or Restricted Commission. They were told by their spiritual
Commander-in-Chief:

But when they deliver you up, take no thought how or what ye
shall speak: for it shall be given you in that same hour what ye
shall speak. For it is not ye that speak, but the Spirit of your
Father which speaketh in you (vv. 19-20).

This is verbal inspiration pure and simple. It would be provided by "the
Spirit of your Father" or the Holy Spirit. Matthew knew the source of
their inspiration—the Holy Spirit.
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Mark's parallel is recorded in 13:11, which states:
But when they shall lead you, and deliver you up, take no
thought beforehand what ye shall speak, neither do ye premedi-
tate: but whatsoever shall be given you in that hour, that speak
ye: for it is not ye that speak, but the Holy Ghost.

Again, this is verbal inspiration and its source is the Holy Spirit. Years
after Jesus spoke this, Mark, selected New Testament writer, wrote his
Gospel record by the inspiration of the Holy Spirit. Mark knew from
whom came his inspiration as a prophet.

Another precious parallel by the beloved physician, Luke, reads:
And when they bring you unto the synagogues, and unto
magistrates, and powers, take ye no thought how or what thing
ye shall answer, or what ye shall say (Lk. 12:11).

He supplied an additional insight, expressing:
And it shall turn to you for a testimony. Settle it therefore in your
hearts, not to meditate before what ye shall answer: For I will
give you a mouth and wisdom, which all your adversaries shall
not be able to gainsay nor resist (Lk. 21:13-15).

Content and manner of delivery would be provided by the inspiration
of the Holy Spirit. Stephen is an example of such in Acts 6-7. He spoke
what the Holy Spirit told him to say. Where does this leave the modern
liberal who said: "If Stephen had been more diplomatic, he would not
have been put to death." Such is slander against Stephen and blasphemy
against the Holy Spirit.

John reports Jesus as saying in the great Upper Room Discourse:
But the Comforter, which is the Holy Ghost, whom the Father
will send in my name, he shall teach you all things, and bring all
things to your remembrance, whatsoever I have said unto you ...
But when the Comforter is come, whom I will send unto you
from the Father, even the Spirit of truth, which proceedeth from
the Father, he shall testify of me: And ye also shall bear witness,
because ye have been with me from the beginning ... Howbeit
when he, the Spirit of truth, is come, he will guide you into all
truth: for he shall not speak of himself; but whatsoever he shall
hear, that shall he speak: and he will shew you things to come.
He shall glorify me: for he shall receive of mine, and shall shew
it unto you. All things that the Father hath are mine: therefore
said I, that he shall take of mine, and shall shew it unto you (Jn.
14:26; 15:26-27; 16:13-15).
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It would be difficult indeed to find more convincing testimony for
plenary and verbal inspiration from the immaculate Spirit of truth than
the foregoing. John knew that he knew the source of apostolic
inspiration. That source was the Holy Spirit.

Paul laid claim to Holy Spirit inspiration in 1 Corinthians 2:13. In
1 Timothy 4:1ff he stated that the Holy Spirit spoke of coming
apostasy. Paul said the Spirit spoke expressly. This is word inspira-
tion—not thought inspiration!

Peter associated the Scriptures with what the Holy Spirit did
through holy men of God (2 Pet. 1:21). Were the eight writers of the
New Testament holy men of God? Surely they were. They were not
denied what the thirty-two men possessed in the Old Testament. Surely,
this is not open for question or quibbling.

James and Jude likewise wrote their respective books by Holy
Spirit inspiration. Had they not done so, their books would never have
been included in the sacred canon of Holy Scripture. They had been
half-brothers of the Lord in the flesh and were now His full brethren in
the faith. They could not have been pleasing to their spiritual elder
Brother if they had pawned off two pseudo epistles as Scripture if they
wrote minus Holy Spirit inspiration. This they did not do.

The stated case truly is airtight for Holy Spirit inspiration for all
twenty-seven books of the New Testament. They are not a whit behind
the thirty-nine of the Old Testament in this vital realm. The whole
Bible is inspired of the Holy Spirit.

PROOFS OF HOLY SPIRIT INSPIRATION OF THE BIBLE
For some of the points in this section of study the writer is indebted

to a classic sermon of the late and lamented B.C. Goodpasture, “The
Inspiration Of The Bible.” It was a masterpiece and he delivered it on
many occasions.

Proofs fall into two categories—external and internal. Josephus and
Philo were ancient Jewish writers though they were not among the
selected scribes of the Bible. Yet, they bore witness to the fact that
Jews considered the Old Testament as being written by holy men
writing under the inspired supervision of the Holy Spirit. This would
be external proof. A greater proof, by far, lies within the internal realm.
Were the contents of a bottle in question, would one go every place
except what is in the bottle to determine what it contained. Wisdom
would suggest to look at the contents inside the bottle! Examining
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another bottle and its contents would not get the job done. If one is
determining the exact nature of a metal, the logical way of procedure
would be to analyze the metal in question—not some other metal. The
same can and does apply to the Bible. Internally, it must be examined
as touching its claims to be inspired.

The Holy Spirit, in inspiring men to write the Bible, has anticipated
every religious error of the past, the present or what shall arise in the
future. This might be called “Biblical anticipation of error.” In passages
like Acts 20:29-30; 2 Thessalonians 2:1ff; 1 Timothy 4:1ff and
2 Timothy 3:1ff, the Holy Spirit anticipated the great apostasy soon to
descend as well as the coming of grievous times. Catholicism came as
predicted. The Spirit knew that men would arise who would take away
the cup in the Lord's Supper for the many reserving it for the selected
few—clergy versus the laity—and refuted it. Jesus told those in the
Upper Room, "Drink ye all of it." All present on that occasion partook.
The Spirit knew men would arise who would forbid marriage and the
eating of meats in 1 Timothy 4. He refuted such before either material-
ized. Catholics and some Protestants have been guilty in these matters.
The Spirit knew that moral decay would characterize the future and had
Paul write of such in 2 Timothy 3:1ff. Every Catholic, Protestant,
cultic, occultic and immoral error now extant has been anticipated and
ammunition supplied for the needed refutation. No other book is so
characterized or could be for that matter.

The Bible was far ahead of its day relative to scientific discoveries.
Herbert Spencer did not discover time, force, action, space and matter
as "manifestations of the unknowable" as he and his peers claimed.
Moses placed them in proper sequence in Genesis 1:1. He lived more
than 3,300 years before Spencer's day.

Matthew Fontaine Murray learned from David, in Psalm 8, that
there were paths in the seas. Later he charted them, and ocean going
vessels have traveled them and still do. How did David know this? He
lived near the Mediterranean Sea all his life but was never upon it as
per the record. He knew it by Holy Spirit inspiration.

Job knew of gravity in Job 26:7—long before there was a man by
the name of Isaac Newton. How did Job know this? By the inspiration
of the Holy Spirit.

Isaiah knew of the rotundity of the earth (Isa. 40:22). Unlike
Magellan, Isaiah never sailed around the world. From outer space he
could not look upon a round earth. Jesus knew this and predicted that
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at His Second Coming some would be in the field by day while others
would be in bed at night. Now it is known that when it is daylight here
it is nighttime in other parts of the earth. Jesus, who had made the earth
initially as per John 1:1-3 and Colossians 1:15-17, knew the earth was
round and based this very teaching upon this concept. Isaiah knew of
the earth's rotundity due to Holy Spirit inspiration. Jesus knew it by His
omniscience.

Moses, 3,500 years ago, knew life was in the blood and wrote of it
in Leviticus 17:11. Modern medicine did not discover it until recent
times. In the time of George Washington medicine practiced blood
retraction or the draining of blood from the sick and infirm. They knew
nothing about blood transfusions in treating the extremely ill of their
day. How came Moses to know such? The Holy Spirit told him and had
him to write of it!

The Bible is totally impartial in character delineation. It unmasks
the weaknesses of its greatest heroes such as Abraham and Isaac caught
in lies, Moses' infraction at the waters of Meribah. David's sin with
Bathsheba, Peter's denial of Jesus and the persecuting past of Saul, later
Paul the apostle. Works of men do not do this. If they write about a
hero, his mistakes are covered. If they write about an enemy any good
in his life is omitted and the vile and unworthy are emphasized from
beginning to end. In this the Bible is unlike any other book. The Bible
is in a class all by itself.

The Holy Spirit in the Bible does not cater to human curiosity. Men
would like to know far more about the early life of the Lord but it is
shrouded in the unrevealed. No one knows what Jesus wrote on
Jerusalem soil in John 8. (One woman is reported to have said: "I will
never die satisfied until I know what Jesus wrote that day." She did not
die satisfied.) One can only wonder what Lazarus saw while dead and
his spirit was in the other world for four days. People would have
flocked from far and wide to have heard him lecture on what he saw
while dead. Since it happened, no one has been informed of what Paul
saw and heard while caught up into the third heaven in 2 Corinthians
12. In this realm the Bible is unlike any other book.

The Holy Spirit used about forty men in writing the Bible. Even so,
their product is a marvel of unity. What forty learned men today could
write a book the size of the Bible without filling it with contradictions
galore? None could. Yet, the Holy Spirit did with forty penmen
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scattered over sixteen centuries of passing time. This is amazing
indeed.

The Holy Spirit produced a book filled with predictive prophecies
and then told of their amazing fulfillment centuries later. Jacob knew
what the future of his sons and their descendants would be in Genesis
49. Moses knew of future sufferings for Israel in Deuteronomy 28,
centuries before such transpired. Isaiah prophesied of Cyrus by name
before Cyrus was born. Daniel knew of the four universal empires in
Daniel 2 and then told of the everlasting kingdom that would supplant
and outlast all of them. Hundreds of Messianic prophecies were given
by the Holy Spirit in the Old Testament with precise fulfillment in the
New Testament. Decades before it materialized, Jesus depicted
Jerusalem's destruction by the Romans. His predictions were so precise
that no known Christian perished in that holocaust of unparalleled
sufferings. Infidelic Jews en masse perished in this slaughtering siege.

Surely, the Holy Spirit has presented overwhelming evidence for
His inspiration of Sacred Scripture.

IMPLICATIONS DRAWN FROM
HOLY SPIRIT INSPIRATION OF THE BIBLE

If the Holy Spirit inspired the Bible, and He did, then the Bible is
truth. Be it recalled that the third member of the “Timeless Trinity” is
called the "Spirit of truth" in John 15:26; 16:13 and 1 John 5:6. He "is
truth." He is truth personified—personified in a divine being. God the
Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit cannot lie (cf. Heb. 6:18;
Tit. 1:2). Neither can the inspired Bible lie.

If the Holy Spirit inspired the Bible, and He did, then the Bible is
absolute. It is slanderous against the Godhead and blasphemous toward
the Bible to speak of truth as being relative. One is made to wonder
how skeptics know absolutely that there are no absolutes! Such is
stupid to the nth degree and then some! There are three senses—in-
spired sense, common sense and nonsense. The Bible is inspired sense.
It is to be handled with common sense which is reverent. To deny
absolutes is nonsense. In fact, all forms of unbelief constitute nonsense.
After all, it is the fool, empty person, who denies God (Ps. 14:1; 53:1).
Such a person is empty of head, heart and hand, but the masses of them
are teachers of our youth in the school, college and university class-
rooms. They go afar from their respective fields to bash God and deny
His Book Divine. They relish such. Would not academic honesty
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constrain them to stay away from the field in which they are most
inept—the Bible? Why are they so militant in teaching youth to be as
foolish and stupid as are they?

If the Holy Spirit inspired the Bible, and He did, then the Bible is
inerrant or infallible; it cannot be wrong. Psalm 19:8 affirms: "The
statutes of the Lord are right." Psalm 33:4 states: "For the word of the
Lord is right; and all his works are done in truth." This is absolute
truth! Psalm 119:128 adds: "I esteem all thy precepts concerning all
things to be right; and I hate every false way." Therefore men err and
err badly when they allege that God's Book is permeated with contra-
dictions, unbelievable folklore and jarring disharmonies. It is filled with
none of these. Enemies of truth beg the question in such matters. They
assume as true what they pontificate with all of it being unproved and
unprovable!

If the Holy Spirit inspired the Bible, as He did, then the Bible is
authoritative. Isaiah knew this (8:20; 34:16). Jesus knew this (Mt. 4:lff;
Lk. 10:25-26). Paul knew this (Col. 3:17), and so did Peter (1 Pet. 4:11)
and Jude (v. 3).

If the Holy Spirit inspired the Bible, and He did, then the Bible is
all-sufficient as is set forth in John 16:13-15; Acts 20:26-27; 2 Timothy
3:16-17 and 2 Peter 1:3. All creedal works are an insult to the Bible in
general and to the Spirit in particular who inspired it.

If the Holy Spirit inspired the Bible, as He did, then the Bible is
heaven's map from earth to upper and better climes of glory. The Bible
tells man how to be saved and how to keep saved.

If the Holy Spirit inspired the Bible, as He did, then by this Blessed
Book all shall one day be judged. John 12:48 and Revelation 20:11ff
so attest.

If the Holy Spirit inspired the Bible, and He did, then it must be
treated as the Book from Deity to each and every individual. Borrowing
David’s statement concerning Goliath's sword, "There is none like that;
give it me" (1 Sam. 21:9), each person ought to say: “There is none like
the Bible; give it me.”

IS THE HOLY SPIRIT SPEAKING
AND ACTING DIRECTLY AS IN BIBLE TIMES?

A definitive “NO” is the accurate answer to the above question.
Preachers filled with error are quick to answer with an enthusiastic
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affirmative. This is what they prattle about on radio, television, over the
internet, and in their writings.

A man once told this writer that everything in John 14-16 applica-
ble to the apostles equally applied to him. He was reminded that the
apostles had been with Jesus from the beginning (Jn. 15:27). That could
not have applied to him. Furthermore, he was reminded that Jesus
promised the apostles instant recall powers of all He had said to them.
Putting the man to a test, several statements from the Gospel records
were quoted leaving out the first part of a verse, the middle part or the
last part. Then, the man was challenged to complete each verse
supplying the words omitted. He could not do it with a single one. He
did not know where to go in Matthew, Mark, Luke, or John to read the
portion omitted. Following his failure of the test, the writer then quoted
each verse in its entirety to him and explained that he could do so only
because he had memorized said verses. No man has instant apostolic
recall powers.

One man, before he gave a sermon, told his audience that he had
not studied for the lesson and thus would give what the Spirit laid on
his heart. One auditor, far from being impressed at what he had heard,
asked him at the door if the Holy Spirit really had given him the
message that day. He responded, "Indeed He did." The unimpressed
auditor responded, "Well I have heard a lot better preaching than what
the Holy Spirit did through you today!" The Holy Spirit had nothing to
do with that messed-up message.

A man once rushed up to G.K. Wallace and asked if he were a
Christian and then stated, "The Holy Spirit told me to ask you this."
Brother Wallace said crisply: "The Holy Spirt told you no such thing.
He knows I am a Christian. Some other spirit has been speaking to
you."

Brother Gus Nichols once was in a debate with a fellow who would
begin to quote a verse and then pause as though he had forgotten it.
Then, he would enlist the Holy Spirit to help him. He would pause and
then finish the verse. This he did numerous times. He was swaying the
audience who deemed him sincere and receiving Holy Spirit aid.
Brother Nichols knew he had to burst the man's balloon. One time the
man pulled this, waited and then finished the quotation but he mis-
quoted the Scripture. In his next speech brother Nichols unmasked his
sophistry and sensationalism telling the audience he had missed what
he claimed the Holy Spirit had given him. Crisply and firmly, the
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erudite Nichols said: "This man does not have the Holy Spirit speaking
to him. He has one of those seducing spirits in 1 Timothy 4:1-2 aiding
him."

Today, the Spirit speaks to men only from the pages of the Bible.
He has no other way to do so. The Holy Spirit spoke to the seven
churches in Asia through what He and Jesus had John write to them
(Rev. 2-3).

CONCLUSION
Beyond any doubt or quibbling to the contrary, the Holy Spirit

inspired the Bible. It is truly the God-breathed Book. Let faithful
Christians ever exalt, extol and elevate it as such. In Judgment and
eternity the saved will be eternally grateful that they did.

ENDNOTES
1 All Scripture references are taken from the King James Version unless
otherwise noted.
2 B.J. Clarke, quoting Evans and Coder,“The Nature of Inspiration,” Studies
In Luke, ed. Dub McClish (Cibolo, TX: Gospel Journal, 2003), 697.
3 Ibid., 702.
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